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Hello, and welcome to The Fidalgo Island’s Beautiful fanzine Anthology issue # 23 1/2. 

This issue has a Halloween theme because The FIB zine originated 20-years ago on Halloween 
during WestPac aboard USS RAINIER (AOE-7) in the South China Sea en route to Hong Kong on 
31 OCT 1996. As a member of the Rainier Art Guild, I self-published the first three issues in 
various ports of the United Arab Emirates while my ship was in the Persian Gulf enforcing the 
Iraqi No-Fly Zone from DEC 1996 thru FEB 1997 under Operation Vigilant Sentinel. 

My, name is Jimi Sharp and this an introduction to my process of zine-making. 

Step 1 - I used to write my interview questions on loose leaf paper until my wife, Jenny bought me 
little pocket booklets (as seen in the photo below) in which to write them. Thank you Jenny! For 
me, interviews are a crapshoot regardless of the questions since some folks say as little as 
possible (bad interviews) and others speak at length (great interviews). When it comes to being 
interviewed, people are either Clams of Faucets; they clam up and say little to nothing or they 
speak freely and the words flow. I often tell people I’m about to interview to, “Think in Quotes” 
when they answer my questions because I do not change what they say or put words in their 
mouths - I type word-for-word whatever it is they say to me. I prefer interviewing folks one-on 
one (especially bands) because people seem to answer questions easier without being overly 
conscious of their answers when they are alone. When more than one person is interviewed at a 
time, they seem to have less to say because they get interrupted by bandmates or are simply too 
shy to say much in front of an audience. Transcribing interviews with multiple people speaking 
over each other is time consuming. I like to ask questions like Studs Terkel and publish verbal 
responses. I never give my questions to folks in advance, which is one reason e-mail is not a 
method I prefer when conducting interviews because e-mail interviews are not anything like in 
person interviews whereby you get spontaneous answers immediately. I have published e-mailed 
interviews, but they happened because I was unable to meet with certain people face-to-face and 
do it in person. Thank you to everyone who has ever answered my interview questions. I ask 
questions. That's what I do. I type the answers verbatim. - Jimi Sharp 31 OCT 2016, Olympia, WA 


HIS ISSUE WAS UPDATED 04 JULY 2018; ISSUE #8 & OLYMPIA WALKING TOUR ADDED - JIMI SHARP, CIS MALE 
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JOHN ELLISON OF ANACORTEX ZINE & IND STREET MADE THIS ISSUE POSSIBLE. THANKS for the MacBook!! 


Cabbage Patch Kid Sydney Sharp 





Step 2 - I record each interview on a micro-cassette tape recorder (it takes two AA batteries) as seen in the 
photo below and in the photos of unpublished interviews on page 5 from top to bottom: 1.Gillian G. Gaar 
author of Entertain Us: The Story of Nirvana; 2.Mark Baumgarten author of Love Rock Revolution: K 
Records & the Rise of Independent Music; 3.Bruce Pavitt author of SUB POP USA: The Subterranean Pop 
Music Anthology, 1980 - 1988. Interviews are usually about an hour long, I often tell the interviewees to 
“Think In Quotes” when they’re answering my questions because I type word for word whatever they say. 
Historian Studs Terkel’s book, The Good War: An Oral History of World War II is a true influence on my 
interview technique. I named my black cat “Terkel” (photo on page 3) in honor of Studs Terkel. 
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“Issues #12&13=245.4MB / The photo of Jimi photocopying zines is 2.9MB 
It was an honor to interview the artist / musician Genevieve Castree 


Elverum (April 9, 1981 - July 9, 2016) - Rest In Peace 











The FIB issue #12 - 2004 

Cover: Phil Elverum & Jimi Sharp 

Interview: Mount Eerie, Genevieve Castree, Bret Lunsford 

Created at 3528 Fishtrap Loop, Olympia, WA. 98506 

Pages: 48 (including cover) 

Reviewed in Punk Planet #71 - “That this is a singular effort is quite 
impressive. Jimi has a great interview style as well as a keen eye for layout 
and structure.” -C.S. 

Reviewed in Plan B magazine #9 - “As close to my idea of what a fanzine should 
be as it gets.” 

- Everett True 
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The FIB issue #13 - 2005 

Cover: Jimi Sharp & Calvin Johnson 

Interview: Calvin Johnson / Phil Eiverum 

Created at 3528 Fishtrap Loop, Olympia, WA. 98506 
Pages: 40 (including cover) 

Reviewed in Punk Planet #71 
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The FIB issue #14 - 2006 

Cover: Phil Elverum 

Interview: Karl Blau / Bret Lunsford / Phil Elverum / 
Everett True / Kimya Dawson 

Created at 2405 North 202nd Place, Shoreline, WA. 98133 
Pages: 54 (including cover) 

My Review: I stand by this issue completely 100%. It was a 
lot of fun to make and I am glad I made it. I hope you are 
too. -Jimi Sharp 7-9-2016 
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The FIB issue #15 - 2007 

Cover: Jenny Sharp & Jimi Sharp 

Interview: Nikki McClure / Mt. Eerie / Laura Veirs / Terry Morgan / The 
Lonely Forest - (Eric Sturgeon, Tony Ruland, Braydn Kruger, John Van 
Deusen) 

Created at 423 Decatur Street, Olympia, WA. 98502 

Pages: 60 (including cover) 

My Review: Buy it. Read it. Pass it along. Most importantly, get inspired to 
do further research about the people interviewed in this issue #15. They are 
all talented people. -Jimi Sharp 7-9-2016 





STEP 3 -DUPLICATING TAPES 


Step 3 - I usually purchase Maxell cassette tapes in a 7 pack for $15, but they are getting more and more 
difficult to find. The micro-cassette tapes I conduct my interviews with are copied onto the larger Maxell 
cassette tapes because it is easier to transcribe interviews on the Panasonic cassette recorder than the 
Sony micro-cassette recorder since each transcription requires hundreds of rewind playbacks, which 
would ruin the micro-cassette tapes. Converting my interviews from cassette recordings to the 
digital format is what I am in the process of doing now. I hope to preserve my interviews for 
future weirdos to listen to on podcasts, iTunes, or whatever format my daughters decide is 
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STEP 4 - TRANSCRIBE 
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Step 4 - I listen to my taped interviews 
and transcribe what was said as quickly 
as I can, so the transcriptions are often 
difficult to decipher - even for me. 1 ama 
husband and a father, so I usually start 
transcribing after my family has gone to 
bed and transcribe until 3AM or fall 

| asleep listening to an interview in 

| headphones - whatever happens first. It 
takes me 10 minutes to fill up a page 
when transcribing. That equates to 
about 6 pages an hour. Most interviews 
when transcribed by hand are about 55- 
pages long. It takes me about a month or 
two to transcribe an interview that is an 
hour long. How many times I am 
required to rewind the tape to figure out 
what was said all depends how quickly 
an interviewee speaks and how much 
they say when they answer a question. 
In the photo to the left, Sydney is 
listening to her Dad interview someone 
while she attempts to eject the cassette 
tape. 
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The FIB issue #16 - 20 

Cover: Josh Bosworth & Jimi Sharp 

Interview: Beat Happe (Part 1: Heather Lewis, Bret Lunsford, & Calvin Johnson) / John 
Van Deusen / Leica Piranha (Brandon Schafer)/ Al Larsen / John Lunsford & Lisa Jackson / 
Jacob Navarro / Matt Hermstad / Josh Bosworth / Arrington de Dionyso / Karl Blau / Dennis 
Driscoll / Dave Matthies / Nate Ashley / Phil Elverum / Chris “Sandman” Sand / ‘Tony Ruland / 
Kevin Erickson / Brice & Carolyn Schafer / Jeremy Bosworth / Nate Thomas / Nick Stewart / 
Bronwyn (Holm) Malloy 

Created in Olympia, Washington 

Pages: 92 (including cover) 

My Review: THIS IS MY FAVORITE ISSUE! This issue epitomizes The F.I.B. zine. - Jimi Sharp 
7-9-2016 
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The FIB issue #17 - 2011 

Cover: Calvin Johnson & Jimi Sharp 

Interview: Beat Happening (Part 2: Heather Lewis, Bret Lunsford, & 
Calvin Johnson) / Arrington de DionysoDennis Driscoll / Phil 
Elverum / Diana Arens / Pat Maley / Lois Maffeo / Nikki McClure 
Created in Olympia, Washington 

Pages: 56 (including cover) 

My Review: I love Beat Happening and I loved getting the 
opportunity to talk with Heather, Bret, and Calvin. They are good 
people. This is a good issue. If you also love Beat Happening and you 
haven't read it yet, please do, Thank you. - Jimi Sharp 7-9.2016 








Step 5 - Every three pages of handwritten text is equal to one page of typed out text with 12- 
point font. Reading a transcription and typing the interviews is much easier than listening to 
an interview and transcribing it. When I type, I can relax and listen to music. This is the most 
enjoyable part of creating a zine, in my opinion. When I type, I use my two index fingers 
despite the fact I grew up taking computer keyboarding classes and typing classes using type 
writers - in both classes, I was instructed to leave my fingers on the “Home Row” keys (with 


index fingers on the F & J keys) and I could type without looking at the keyboard. Joining the 
Navy and not touc. a computer (before smart phones or the Internet) until I started 
college (5 years after high school) effectively ruined my ability to type the proper way. 





- TRICK-OR-TREAT 


Ellyse Sharp “The Flying Fairy” and Jimi Sharp trick-or-treating at the Olympia Farmer’s Market 2015 
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WICK REWHIS ~ ANACORTES 
RIELLA Luz - oLYMPIA 





The FIB issue #20 - 2016 ) 

Cover: Jimi Sharp . 
Interview: Emily Beanblossom (Ruby Fray & Christmas) / Ashley Eriksson 

(LAKE) / Nick Rennis / Mariella Luz 

Created in Olympia, Washington 

Pages: 64 (including cover) 

My Review: This is the BEST issue I’ve ever done. Also, it was completely done 

on the computer. The interviewees were very patient with me after waiting four 

years to publish their interviews! Life happens. 

Thanks Emily, Mariella, Nick, Ashley -Jimi Sharp 7-9-2016 
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The FIB 


THE FIDALGO ISLAND'S BEAUTIFUL ZINE ISSUE #21 





By: Jimi Sharp 


The Maxines - Olympia 
Buffet - Anacortes 
Generifus - Olympia 
Jimi Sharp’s - Oddly Unfunny Comics 


Rainy Day Records’ Adam Hardaway - ( 


The FIB issue #21 - 11 AUG 2016 

Cover: Jimi Sharp (Jimi's Polydactyl Cat, Polly) 

Interview: The Maxines (Kelly Norman & Matt Murillo) / Generifus (Spencer 
Sult) / Adam Hardaway / Buffet (John Van Deusen, Dick Turner, Nick Rennis) 
Created in Olympia, Washington 

Pages: 60 (including cover) 

My Review: Issue #21 reports on Olympia’s independent music scene from the 
talented musicians who create authentic Pacific Northwest music to the cool 
record store clerks who supply these tunes and others to a music hungry 
community. Speaking of hunger, Anacortes’ Buffet is represented too! Gotta 
keep in touch with Fidalgo Island 98221. 
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The-Fjb Zine 


BY Jimi Sharp 
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The FIB issue #22 - 2013 

Cover: Ashley Eriksson and Jimi Sharp 

Interview: LAKE (Laura Ashley Eriksson, Markly Morrison, 
Andrew Dorsett, Eli Moore) / Also one of LAKE’s etttire band 
practices is recorded and transcribed in this issue! Crazy! 
Created in Olympia, Washington 

Pages: 68 (including cover) 

My Review: Long, long, long detailed and informative 
interviews with a TON of photographs? Mundane? Endless? I 
gave Calvin a copy and after reading it, he e-mailed me (and I 
quote) “Fabulous”. - Jimi Sharp 7-9-2016 
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The FIB issue #23 - 2014 

Cover: Kyle Field 

Interview: Mike Dixon / Little Wings (Lee Baggett, Kyle 
Fielti, Aya Muto) 

Created in Olympia, Washington 

Pages: 100 (including cover) 

My Review: THIS IS MY NEW FAVORITE ISSUE! Kyle Field 
is such a kindhearted and humble human being. Mike 
Dixon is a very knowledgable person with so much drive. 
These people are not normal. They are out of the ordinary - 
extraordinarily talented and inspiring people. 

Read about them in the most lengthy issue of The F.I.B. 
ever. Then go buy their music. - Jimi Sharp 7-9-2016 





STEP 6 - PHOTOGRAPHS 


Step 6 - My Minolta Freedom Zoom Lens 90 camera was used regularly when I was on the 
Yearbook Staff and in Advanced Graphics when I was a student at Anacortes High School. I 
took my Minolta with me when I joined the U.S. Navy and used it often aboard USS RAINIER 
(AOE-7) when I volunteered to write articles and take photographs for the ship newspaper, The 
Legend (of Service). I also used my Minolta during my Naval service when I joined the Rainier 
Art Guild and founded my fanzine, The Fidalgo Island’s Beautiful on October 31, 1996 when my’ 
ship was en route to Hong Kong at the beginning of a six month WestPac deployment. The very 
first 8 issues of The FIB zine contained photos that were shot using my Minolta camera. I 
visited Olympia in MAR & DEC 1998 and after taking photos at Dub Narcotic studio of a 
recording session of The Microphones’ Phil Elvrum and a giant vortex, which was used in a 
Crabs video and the original artwork by Tae Won Yu for Built to Spill’s album Keep It Like 
Secret (the album cover art was painted on a large tarp or canvas that was at least 5x8 feet and 
hung from the ceiling of Dub Narcotic Studio), my Minolta stopped rewinding the film. In an 
attempt to check to make sure the batteries weren’t dead, Phil accidentally opened the camera 
and exposed the film to light. In FEB 2002, I interviewed Calvin Johnson and took a@ lot of 
photos at Dub Narcotic Studio as he took out the trash and cleaned the toilet. I took my film to 
Rite Aid in Bellingham and the person developing my film exposed it to light. I was convinced 
Dub Narcotic Studio was cursed! Thus I began using disposable Kodak cameras even after I got 
the iPhone 4 & 6 S Plus. 


4 Ww ‘ 
: a Bye i P. 
I often use more than one type of camera, per issue. I’ve used a Minolta for Issues #1 - 8; Kodak Disposable 
for Issues #9 - 18, & 22 - 23; iPhone 4 for Issues #22, 23, & 24; iPhone 68 Plus for Issues #20, 21, & 24. I - 
usually use a disposable camera for every issue as backup in case my digital camera breaks. I prefer the 
convenience digital cameras give me of knowing immediately whether or not a photo was taken as I’d 
intended. Plus, digital cameras allow for more than 25 photos with no developing fees. 
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Thank you Calvin, Mariella, Jill, Joel, and Sarah and to everyone at K Records who have helped get The FIB 
zine out to the world since 2005. Thank you to everyone who has ever jet me interview them. You rock! 
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Jimi Sharp with daughters, Ellyse and Sydney at Olympia Zine Fest #2, OCT 1st, 2016. Note 
the individual CD-R copies of The FIB zine PDFs were sold prior to this Anthology issue #23 


1/2. The title, “Anthology” was Jenny Sharp’s idea...Thank you, Jenny! I love you, Ellyse and 
Sydney very much! KOxoxo *dJimi handed out Halloween Candy to attendees of Oly Zine Fest 
#1 & #2 in honor of The FIB zine beginning on Halloween 1996. 





Jimi Sharp photocopying The FIB issues #16 & 17 in Bellingham, WA at Kinko's. 

Step 7 - This is the exact location I made photocopies of the Knw-Yr-Own catalog with Phil 
Elverum when he and I unsuccessfully searched many stores in Bellingham for red shoes prior 
to his tour with Old Time Relijun that had a red and white color scheme. I recall Phil driving us 
to a Red Wing shoe store and being amazed that despite their store name, they did not have a 
pair of red shoes in stock. I have made every copy of The FIB zine myself one photocopy at a 
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Step 1: Choose Black and White copy mode Step 2: Choose paper size 11 x 17 





Step 3: Choose double-sided paper Step 4: Adjust the density to manual setting 


«Original Type> 
Select the original type to scan 





Step 5:Select the original mode to scan in: “Printed Image" Step 6: Select 11 x 17 paper size. I 
is what | prefer. | print my Master Copy in color to get the stagger my Master Copies by taping 
best clarity and the sharpest image for all the subsequent the front cover with the very last 
copies. Using “Photo Printout” mode prints clearly, butleaves page and the 2nd page with the 
faint vertical lines on the printed image, which is not what | second to last page, etc. By taping 
prefer. two 8 1/8 x 11 pages together, an 

1l x 17 page is created. 








